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known to be a zealous Roman Catholic and hence obnox-
ious to Freemasons, or whether Ciganovitch and his friends
used "Freemasons" as a convenient screen for hiding the
activities of the "Black Hand/' cannot be determined with
certainty,108 But the statements of the youths in Belgrade
concerning Ciganovitch, Tankositch, and the Freemasons
indicates that there had been discussion by them of the
question of the Archduke's assassination.
On the whole, one may conclude that at a Toulouse
meeting in January, 1914, Gatchinovitch, in collaboration
with Princip and Hitch, plotted to terrorize the Austrian
authorities by assassinating either Franz Ferdinand or
Potiorek, probably the latter; but the plot came to nothing
either because the assassins lost their nerve, or because it
had meanwhile been decided at Belgrade to make the Arch-
duke the victim. Princip then went to Belgrade in Feb-
ruary, 1914, having formed the decision to assassinate the
Archduke, and got into touch with Ciganovitch, and
through him with Major Tankositch. When the newspaper
clipping arrived with the announcement of the Archduke's
intended visit to Bosnia, this visit was at once seized upon
103 "Pharos," judging by his preface, footnotes, and care in repro-
ducing passages relating to Freemasonry at the trial of the assassins,
evidently suspected the Freemasons of having contributed to the crime.
La Conspiration Serbe, p. 33, quotes a prophecy alleged to have been
made by a high Masonic official and published in the Revue Internationale
des sodetes secretes, II, 788 (1912) to the effect that the Archduke made
a good appearance and it was too bad that he had been condemned and
that he would die upon the steps to the throne. The responsibility of the
Freemasons has been a favorite theme of many writers: Karl Heise,
Die Entente-Freimaurerei und der Weltkrieg: ein Beitrag zuf Historie de&
Weltkrieges und zum Verstandnis der wahren Freimawerei (Basel, 1919);
Ernst Reventlow, Politische Vorgeschichte des Grossen Krieges (Berlin,
1919), pp. 29-38; H. Gruber, Der deutsche Katholizismus im Weltkriege.
But much of their evidence .concerning the Freemasons seems to be
fantastic. The present writer believes it very doubtful whether they had
any responsibility for the plot, but thinks it very probable that .their
name may have been used as a means of throwing dust in the eyes of
the Austrian authorities and of covering up the real activities of the
"Black Hand."